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Third Coast Percussion Premieres Music
by Devonté Hynes (aka Blood Orange)
on ‘Fields’ from Cedille Records

International Pop Music Star Makes
Recording Debut as Classical Composer
With Works Written for Modern Dance

Grammy Award-winning ensemble Third Coast Percussion plays music by international R&B
and pop music star Devonté Hynes (aka Blood Orange) on their newest album, Fields, marking Hynes’s
recording debut as a classical composer.

Fields, available October 11, 2019, on Cedille Records, features world-premiere recordings of
works adapted from music Hynes composed for Third Coast Percussion’s 2018 collaboration with
modern dance ensemble Hubbard Street Dance Chicago.

Orchestrated, arranged, and performed by Third Coast Percussion, the album’s compositions
include Hynes’s multimovement For All Its Fury, which includes the title track “Fields,” Perfectly
Voiceless, and There Was Nothing (Cedille Records CDR 90000 192).

“Seeing what Third Coast Percussion has done with the pieces is magical,” Hynes says in an
online promotional video for Fields at youtu.be/LDtO0h2i2cM.

Hynes is also credited as a performer on tracks that incorporate prerecorded synthesizer passages
originally intended for Third Coast’s reference in orchestrating the scores, all of which Hynes composed
in a digital audio workstation (DAW).

“The sounds that Dev created were so special and seemed exactly right for those moments,”

Third Coast member Robert Dillon said in an interview with Cedille Records.
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Melodies and Minimalism

In the album’s liner notes, Third Coast says Fields blends Hynes’s “love of classical and
minimalist music with many of the characteristic elements of his work as Blood Orange — lush and
powerful synth pads, beautiful melodies, intricate, light, bubbly rhythmic structures.”

In Perfectly Voiceless, Philip Glass-style minimalism gives way to a catchy pop melody. There
Was Nothing blends synthesizer sounds with bowed mallet percussion instruments and moments of
meditative lyricism that recall the music of Lou Harrison. The expressive harmonies within the gauzy
textures of For All Its Fury point to Hynes’s love of Claude Debussy.

Although Hynes is known primarily as a singer, songwriter, and producer in the pop music
world, “The first music I ever played was classical,” he says. He still considers classical music the
foundation of his musical background, citing Debussy, Erik Satie, Giacomo Puccini, and Philip Glass as
major influences on his sense of melody and timbre.

National Public Radio has long championed Hynes as “a composer who fits as comfortably in
the worlds of R&B, gospel and electronics as he does in the classical world of someone like Philip
Glass.” In fact, Glass chose Hynes as one of four pianists to join him in performing his complete Etudes
for solo piano at his historic 2018 debut at Washington, D.C.’s Kennedy Center.

Deep Collaboration

Third Coast, longtime fans of Hynes’s work as Blood Orange, met him through Emma Portner,
one of the choreographers involved with the Hubbard Street Dance project. The percussionists were
looking for a composer, and Portner, who’d worked with Hynes on his music videos, thought he’d be
an ideal fit. She approached Hynes, who then visited Third Coast at their Chicago studio, and they
forged a relationship.

Once the percussionists received Hynes’s DAW-generated sheet music and reference recordings,
each of the foursome worked on arranging and orchestrating a different section. They offered feedback
on each other’s work and eventually sent their versions back to Hynes and the choreographers.

“The creative process,” the ensemble says, “was deeply collaborative.”

- more -
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Recording Team

Fields was recorded in Chicago by producer Jesse Lewis and engineer Kyle Pike at Chicago
Recording Company, July 17-20, 2018, and Electrical Audio, October 13-14, 2018.

Third Coast Percussion

Third Coast Percussion, whose 2016 Cedille Records album Third Coast Percussion | Steve
Reich won the Grammy Award for Best Chamber Music/Small Ensemble Performance, has been lauded
for their “commandingly elegant” (New York Times) performances and the “rare power” (Washington
Post) of their recordings. The Chicago-based percussion quartet maintains a busy tour schedule, with
past performances in 33 states plus international tour dates in Colombia, the United Kingdom,
Lithuania, Taiwan, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Canada, and Poland.

Third Coast Percussion members are Sean Connors, Robert Dillon, Peter Martin, and David
Skidmore. Their website is thirdcoastpercussion.com.

Devonté Hynes

Critically acclaimed as a producer, multi-instrumentalist, composer, songwriter, and vocalist,
Devonté Hynes is one of today’s most influential voices in music. Pitchfork hails him as a “musical
virtuoso” who has made a “monumental” impact on pop music. Raised in England and now based in
New York, Hynes released two orchestral acoustic pop records as Lightspeed Champion. In 2011, he
released Coastal Grooves, the first of four solo aloums under the moniker Blood Orange. In addition to
his production work, he scored the film Palo Alto, directed by Gia Coppola.
Cedille Records

Launched in November 1989, Grammy Award-winning Cedille Records (pronounced say-DEE)

is dedicated to showcasing and promoting the most noteworthy classical artists in and from the Chicago

area.

A highlight of Cedille’s 301 anniversary season, 2019-2020, is its first-ever Emerging Artist
Competition. Individual performers and ensembles from the Chicago area competing for the opportunity
to make a recording produced by and released on the award-winning label. Semifinal and final rounds of

judging will take place in May 2020 during public performances by the contestants.
- more -
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The audiophile-oriented label releases every new album in multiple formats — physical CD,

96 kHz , 24-bit, studio-quality FLAC download, and 320 Kbps MP3 download — and on major
streaming services.

An independent nonprofit enterprise, Cedille Records is the label of Cedille Chicago, NFP. Sales
of physical CDs and digital downloads and streams cover only a small percentage of the label’s costs.
Tax-deductible donations from individual music-lovers and grants from charitable organizations account
for most of its revenue.

Cedille’s headquarters are at 1205 W. Balmoral Ave., Chicago, IL 60640; call (773) 989-2515;
email: info@cedillerecords.org. Website: cedillerecords.org.

Cedille Records is distributed in the Western Hemisphere by Naxos of America and its
distribution partners, by Select Music in the U.K., and by other independent distributors in the Naxos
network in classical music markets around the world.
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Fields
Third Coast Percussion
Devonté Hynes
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For All Its Fury (35:29)
1. Reach (2:32)
2. Blur (1:40)
3. Coil (3:54)
4. Wane (1:22)
5. Curl (1:26)
6. Hush (1:53)
7. Gather (5:53)
8. Tremble (1:52)
9. Cradle (5:25)
10. Press (3:27)
11. Fields (6:05)
12. Perfectly Voiceless (11:32)
13. There Was Nothing (13:41)



